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The Biochemistry of Plants is a valuable, com- 
prehensive and much needed series. Previous vol- 
umes have been of a high standard and I have re- 
commended that they should be on the shelves of all 
libraries with sections on Biochemistry or Botany. 
Volume 7, on Secondary Plant Products, main- 
tains the high quality of its predecessors. Secondary 
plant products have been defined as those materials 
accumulated by plants that do not function directly 
in their primary metabolic pathways (those involved 
in energy generation, growth, development 
and reproduction). Secondary products have often 
been taken to include ‘unusual’ amino acids, poly- 
amines, phenolic compounds, coumarins, alka- 
loids, flavonoids, lignins, cyanogenic glycosides, 
glucosinolates, tannins and betalains. A little 
thought will show that the above definition is rather 
silly - obviously lignin and its precursors are of 
vital importance in plant development. We often do 
not know the function of secondary plant products, 
but this should not lead us to assume that they are 
important! 
Volume 7 is a valuable summary of our present 
knowledge of this field. There are chapters on the 
chemistry and biochemistry of all the above com- 
pounds, on the whole well-written by experts in the 
relevant fields such as Barz, Grisebach, Stafford 
and Hahlbrock. There are also chapters dealing 
with their physiological function and their use in 
systematics. 
A worthy addition to the series. 
B. Halliwell 
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